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IMAGINING AND EXPERIENCING THE GREAT POX IN RENAISSANCE FLORENCE
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5.00 pm CET

JOHN HENDERSON ¢ BirkBeck University of London

The epidemic of the Great Pox had a received and experienced in Renaissance  ranging from broadsheets to medical illustrations. It will be

profound impact on many aspects of early
modern European society. In contrast to
plagune, which led to rapid rises in
mortality, this new chronic disease led to
long-drawn-out suffering, poverty,
destitution and death, infecting all levels
of society, from popes and cardinals to
princes, courtesans and the poor
This lecture is part of an ongoing project

on how the Great Pox was imagined,

Italy. Building on the approaches and
findings of recent studies of
modern England, Germany and Spain,
this paper will compare the experience
and representation of female and male
Pox patients through the examination of
both written and visual evidence. These
will include contemporary written ac-
counts, such as satirical and moralistic

yoems and plavs, and visual evidence
[ plays, )

early

argued, that only by analysing these sources through the
prism of contemporary medical understanding of the
nature of the Pox and its symptoms can we begin to
understand more clearly how this disease was perceived and

represented in text and image in renaissance Italy.

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



