CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF MEDICINE AND THE BODY IN THE RENAISSANCE
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Abt Nasr al-Farabi, al-mwallim al-tani
(“the second master”) of the Arab-Muslim
Aristotle,
presents the physiology of the human
body in his Epistle on the Refutation of Galen
Concerning that in which He Disagrees with
Abvistotle regarding the Parts of the Hunran Bod).
This treatise, which is edited in Arabic but

philosophical tradition after

not yet translated into a Western language,
presents the physiology of the human
body in the context of a discussion of the
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relationship between physics and medi-
cine and the position of both disciplines
in relation to Parabi's epistemology. In
addition, al-Farabi devotes in chapters 11
and 12 of Section IV of the Principles of
the Opinions of the Inhabitants of the Perfect
City

tions. In this treatise, man is presented as

to the discussion of bodily func-

a microcosm, and the study of the parts
of his body —
special attention to his reproductive

his limbs, his organs, with
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IMAGE OF THE COSMOS AND A MODEL FOR THE VIRTUOUS CITY

organs — and the body-related functions of his soul are
fundamental to the understanding of the macrocosm and its
mtelligible principles. Like the cosmos, the healthy human
body displays a hierarchical organization, a model for the
political order of the virtuous city. The lecture will introduce
al-Farabt’s physiology and idea of medicine through
commented readings from these works.

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



