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LEONAHARDT THURNEISSER’S ALCHEMY OF URINE AND THE «HOMO ALEMBICUS»
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How do you look inside your patients to
see what ails them? For the alchemist Leon-
hard Thurneisser, the answer lay in distill-
ing his patients’ urine. The long-standing
tradition of uroscopy provided precedent
for seeing a patient’s state of health reflect-
ed in their urine. Paracelsian and other
“chemical” approaches emerging in the six-
teenth century offered new concepts and
techniques for understanding the materiali-
ty of health and disease. Thurneisser built

on these approaches to develop a vessel
for distilling urine that, in his view,
mapped onto the human body and made
visible its internal processes. This talk
shows how Thurneisser's analogy be-
tween bodily and technical processes of-
fered a new and lucrative diagnostic
technique that changed the agencies of
patients and practitioners. I also explore
how distillation shaped Thurneisser’s un-
derstanding of human health in terms of
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matter and its transformations, and of the human body’s
place in the material world.

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



