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INTERPRETING HIPPOCRATES” «ON GENERATION»

BERNARDO MOTA °

In the sixteenth-century, Girolamo Mercu-
rale (1530-1606) proposed a philological
correction to Hippocrates's On Generation
4, which fuelled an ancient medical debate
on the duration and intensity of sexual
pleasure in men and women. Mercuriale’s
correction made its way into the editions
of the Hippocratic text, but some early
modern physicians argued that it was in-
consistent with it and insufficiently justi-
fied. This paper focuses on two Portuguese

University of Lisbon

Castro’s

physicians,  Rodrigo  de  Castro
(1523-1600) and Estévao Rodrigues de
Castro (1559-1638), who offer distinct
perspectives when engaging with Mercu-

Estévio Rodrigues de inquiry emphasized
physiological factors instead of temperamental differences.
Ultimately, this talk will showcase how scientific discourse
and phiological methodology intersected in the early
riale’s correction and Hippocrates’ text. modern period.
Rodrigo de Castro supported the Italian
physician’s solution and expanded the ar-
gument to include modality (‘ways’) as a
third axis of analysis, besides duration
and intensity. Conversely, while criti-

quing Mercuriale’s correction, Estévio

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



