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"Do celestial bodies influence human
beings?" This question, central to eatly
modern debates on astrology’s role in med-
icine, was deeply significant to Buonafede
Vitali Senior (1686—1745), a court physi-
cian in Parma during the reign of Philip of
Bourbon, and his son, Buonafede Vitali
Junior, who continued his father’s legacy in
medicine and science. Both father and son
would answer this question affirmatively,
convinced of the profound connections
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between natural astrology and medical
knowledge and advocating for astrolo-
gy’s role in advancing medical under-
standing,
from the Vitali Verga Archive, part of

Utilizing archival materials

the State Archives of Parma, this study
examines the historical transition of as-
trology from a mathematical system that
integrated astronomy and natural philos-
ophy to a practice dismissed as folk su-
perstition. By contextualizing the Vitali
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family’s contributions within evolving medical theory, this
research sheds light on how astrology informed early
medical practices, highlighting the dynamic interplay
between tradition and emerging scientific methods in
shaping paradigms that sought to connect the cosmos with
human health. Through a critical analysis of Vitalis’
astro-medical and hermetic texts, this paper examines how
they wove astrological concepts into medical practice,
considering celestial influences as key in diagnosing and
treating disease, situating their work within broader
18th-century debates on astrology’s relevance to health.

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org




