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Renmssance natural  philosophers  and

phystcians engaged n intense debates on

"occult qualities” ar the threshold of the
Sciennfic Revolunon. The professor of
Medicine ar the University of Wittenberg,
Damel

stgnuficant role in these debates through his

Sennert  (1372-1637), played 2

assiduous  résearch. His  efforts  were

crystallized 1n rwo works of his mature
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the second book of s Physical Memairs

Jean  Fernel

University of Tokyo

and the massive volume Ox  Oawd

[ixe (1635}, Indeed, the Renmssance

debates on occult qualines were closely
related 1o those of "ocoulr diseases”
(mory occultd), a8 both issues were
mterrwined and fervently advanced by
(1497-1558) of

lifelong

Paris.

Sennert’s quest  for  occulr
quahines and ocenlr diseases was a crincal
response to Fernels ideas. In the present

lecrure, 1 will first examine the discussion
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of Fernel as Sennerr’s forerunner (secnon 1), Then 1 waill
look briefly at the debates after Fernel (section 2). These
studies wall lead to the survey of Sennerts activity and

productnons (section 3), followed by the inspecnion of a

striking case of 1610 from his university dispurations
secnon 4. These analyses will conmbute ro a betrer
understanding of Sennert’s meellectual conrext. His research
on occulr diseases and occult qualines stretched from the
early smges of his career to the final producrs of his mature
period. Fhs hifelong quest had the aim of responding to the

Renarssance debares launched by Fernel,

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



