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THE ANCIENT HISTORY OF SYMPATHY

BROOKE HOLMES *

In this talk, 1 presenr the man arguments
of the book Iam completing that develops
the first comprehensive history of the
ancient concept of sumpatheia, from the
emergence of the language of sympathy in
fourth-century BCE Greek texts to the
theory of cosmic sympathy developed by
Plonnus in the third century CE. 1 show
how authors working within the “inquiry
wto natare” and its later receprion began to
dentified as

dennfy different  sites

Princeton University

“sympathy” ar different scales: in lving

beings (e.g., between the body and the

soul); berween natueal and especially

living beings (e.g., berween members of

the same kind); berween the celestial and
terrestril realmis and wathin the cosmos
as a whole. T emphasize the importance
tIJ. h.\lni-"rﬂll_\' as i'II it H:- CONtAct
between different cultural traditions of
cosmo-anthropology i the Hellemsne

and Roman pertods. Developing the idea
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of a “perceprual-conceprual” field of ancient symparhy, 1
wm to trace how the emergence of different strands of
sympathy  transformed  the  way  people 1 ancient
Afro-Furasia thought abour the nature of community and

Nature itself 48 a cause of commumity.

The event is free to attend but registration is required, Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



