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THE PHYSIOLOGY OF ONEIRIC EXPERIENCE IN GREEK, ARABIC, AND LATIN TRADITIONS

MARCO SIGNORI °

This coatribution explores the notion of
the colour of dreams as it appears in a se-
lection of medieval Arabic and Latin texts
on philosophy and medicine. The subject is
at the intersection of psychophysiology,
medicine, and the doctrine of the rational
soul, as it draws on ancient humoral theory
in order to explain an intriguing aspect of
dream experience that remains a subject of
debate. The idea of a correlation between
the colour of oneiric images and the
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predominance of one of the four hu-
mours appears prominently in Avicen-
na’s (Ibn Sina, d. 1037) Canon of Medi-
cine, but also in his philosophical
summae, most notably in the Persian
Book of Science for ‘A’ al-Dawla, from
which it was also picked by the theologi-
an Abd Hamid al-Gazali (d. 1111) in his
Tutentions of the Philosophers. 'The source
for this connection is a concise yet
highly significant doxographic passage

attributed to Galen in its sole extant witness, the Arabic MS
Bagdad, Awqat 9763. The connection between colour and
temperament resurfaces in the Latin tradition, as evidenced
by Albert the Great and most notably by Boethius of Dacia,
who employed the concept within his saentia sommialis. By
analysing various intermediary channels, the contribution
will discuss the possible historical and doctrinal links be-
tween these authors, tracing hypothetical lines of transmis-
ston from Greek-Arabic medicine to 13th-century Latin

philosophy.

The event is free to attend but registration is required. Info at csmbr.fondazionecomel.org



